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Most people think growing orchids jd”i:est left to the
experts. But there are orchids anyone can grow, say
two Columbia County enthusiasts who show you
how it's done. ¢
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any people just shrug o
off If & houseplant dies, but if an orchid dies
it’s the end of the world. I'm not sure why.
After all, orchids are simply houseplants here

Maybe it's the mystique that's hung on
sinee the Victonan era whan explorers
brought archids back. from the jungles and
no one realy knew how to care for them
Even today you're likely to hear: “Orchids are
delicate,” “Crchids are difficult,” or "You need
a greenhouse 1o grow orchids!

Mot s0, says two of Columbia County's
orchdd aficionados:

Sharyn Altman of Martinez absarves,
“Everyone kills: them and thinks it is a big
defeat No onhe remembers killing houseplants
and everyone does il Kills plarts: that is.

Jack Hatoher of Harlem says it may be
a case of caring oo much. "More orchids
are killed with kindness than they are
with negiect.

Bath Aitman and Hatcher hiave had their
share of failures with orchids, Fortunately,
they weren't detamad,

Hatcher got hooked on orchids in tha
early 1950s: °| started with one, sort of as a
fluke,” he says.

*| needed an orchid corsage fora date
and the flonst ‘didn’t have ong | knew g
fnend who grew orchics and | asked 1o buy
one of his flowers, He said | ought (o buy a
whele plant, and | did. From ther it multi-
plied, marny fold”

Today Hatcher has roughly 275 1o 375
orchids. | haven't counted lately” he admits

Altman got her first orchid about 1984
A garden center stire owner encolraged
me o go o an orchid aluby meetng,” she
recalls. She went home from the meeting
with her first orchid.

Altman grew orchids in her home for
nearly 10 years before:-she graduated to a
greenhotsa.

“Once you get more than two orchids
yiui're hooked,” she nbsarves. Taday she has
gbout 250 of tham

Of course, you don't have to grow hun-
dreds of orchids. Many. orchid fovers realize
the same enjoyment from a modest few
Growing orchids is somathing anyone can
da, Altman says. “You don't need a lot of
space: And with five-to 10 plams-of the night
varieties, you can have one blooming all
yvear-round.’

“More orchids are killed with

With over 20,000 known
species, orchids are the
biggest group of plants in
the entire plant kingdom,

kindness than they are with neglect”

But don't let yoursel get overwhelmed,
While archids sre the biggest group of plants
in the entire plant kingdom and there are
e than 20,000 known species, several areg
icheal far home growing.

"Phalaenopsis is prabably grown miore
than any other kind of orchid n the home,”
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Garden Scene

With roughly 275 to 375 orchids now
in his greenhouse, Jack Hatcher of
Harlem has been growing orchids
for over 50 years.

“People think orchids are delicate,
but they're pretty tough.”

Columba County Magazine

Hatcher points out. If you've ever seen one
you know why they are commonly referred to
as “moth orchids.

Altman, too, recommends phalaenopsis,
but she also favors paphiopedilums because
they are smaller, slow-growing plants with low
light requirements.

If you like the traditional corsage orchid,
Hatcher says miniature cattleyas are good, too.
But beware, “the large ones can get too mas-
sive for a home.” Or you might have your head
turned by the “dancing lady orchids,” oncidi-
ums. Individual flowers may be small, but the
great numbers of them produced is dazzling.

Between them, Hatcher and Altman
have quite an array of orchid species. And
they're more than happy to share their
expertise with others. '
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Sharyn Altman of Martinez began her
love affair with orchids after attending
an orchid club meeting in the mid 1980s.
Today her greenhouse contains about
250 of the colorful plants.

“ would suggest that anyone interested
in orchids check with the nearest orchid soci-
ety and get involved. You leamn so much from
other growers,” Hatcher explains. Altman and
Hatcher are members of the Aiken-Augusta
Orchid Society which, according to Altman,
has about 60 members. That's a lot of local
experts!

So, the next time you're in Home Depot
or Lowe's or your favorite garden center,
don't just admire the orchids and walk on.
Take one home with you.

“For the time and effort you give them,
you can't beat an orchid,” Altman says.
“People think they're delicate, but they're
pretty tough.” And don't give up, she adds.
“If you kill one, try another kind. You just
didn’t get one that likes your house” ¥
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Give these
regal beauties
a try in your home

Phalaenopsis

The easiest to grow and

most rewarding for beginners.

Light requirements: Medium, no direct
sunlight

Flower type and bloom time: Spray of flow-
ers can last three months; sometimes flowers
twice a year; blooms primarily in.

winter and spring. !

is good T
Flower type and bloom time: Clusters of

flowers can last three-to-four weeks; blooms
primarily fall through spring.

Oncidium '

Colorful dancing flowers; often freckled,
Light requirements: Strong, requirements
similar to cattleya

Flower type and bldom time: Sprays of
flowers: different types bloom at different
times throughout the year.

Paphinped"i!ums (shown here)
“Slipper” orchids; primarily terrestrial.
Light requiremehts: Medium, direct sunlight
in early moming @nly, atherwise indirect

Flower type and bloom time: Typically single
flowers per stem, i;rﬁich can last six weeks or
more; blooms primarily mid-fall to spring.

Sources: American Orchid Society, Jack Hatcher
and Sharyn Altman. = '
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