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With roughly 275 to 375 orchids now

in his greenhouse, Jack Hatcher of

Harlem has been growing orchids

for over 50 years.

Sharyn Altm~n of Martinez began her

love affair with orchids after attending

an orchid club meeting in the mid 1980s.

Today her greenhouse contains about

250 of the colorful plants.

Hatcher points out. If you've ever seen one

you know why they are commonly referred to

as "moth orchids:'

Altman, too, recommends phalaenopsis,

but she also favors paphiopedilums because

they are smaller, slow-growing plants with low

light requirements.
If you like the traditional corsage orchid,

Hatcher says miniature cattleyas are good, too.

But beware, "the large ones can get too mas-

sive for a home:' Or you might have your head

turned by the "dancing lady orchids," oncidi-

ums. IndMdual flowers may be small, but the

great numbers of them produced is dazzling.

Between them, Hatcher and Altman

have quite an array of orchid species. And

they're more than happy to share their
expertise with others. I

"I would suggest that anyone interested

in orchids check with the nearest orchid soci-

ety and get involved. You learn so much from

other growers," Hatcher explains. Altman and

Hatcher are members of the Aiken-Augusta

Orchid Society which, according to Altman,

has about;60 members. That's a lot of local
/

experts!
So, the next time you're in Home Depot

or Lowe's or your favorite garden center,

don't just admire the orchids and walk on.

Take one home with you.

"For the time and effort you give them,

you can't beat an orchid," Altman says.

"People think they're delicate, but they're

pretty tough." And don't give up, she adds.

"If you kill one, try another kind. You just

didn't get one that likes your house:' :iI
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